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1. 4% the begimviny of 1943 the Belgien Commmist Party (BIP) established the
HMouvement de Defense Payssnne (Peasants' Defense lovement ~ .TI). The 1DP
prozra: ves baged upon the ajrarisu program of the BCP whioh was opposed to
the Doerenfront (Feasant Front) and othor farwer groups whicii, the Communists
claimed, hed orpgenized the peasunts in order to bettor the positios of the
large landovmers. Ip reelity, 1t was an effort on the pert of the 3CP to
penetrase the ravks of small landowners end farmers.

2. The Pirst national director of (1P, Usorges Vendonboowu, wes errested by the
Gestapc in eurly 1944, end Jecn 3Rlancho succeeded him, In Pebruary 1948
Goston lioulin replaced planche and is still the secretery-seneral of (D
‘joulin is wn extre.ely intelligeut, educsated cnd culturea ren, sn agricul=
turul engineer who enjoys sufficient income fro.. his lerge farm holdings to
relieve him of the need to work for ¢ living. This enables him %o devote
e srout decl of tiie and ewergy to his Comimnist activities.

3. The real control over D, hovever, is mainteined by Edgar Lalmend, secretary-
general of the 3CP, who issues the orders and holds o tijht rein over its
policies and dovelopment.

4, Fro.. its founding until early 1946 _IDP was financed by the ICP. Since
Januer; 1945 TP has published & woekly paper, lLfEssor Paysan, in both
Frencih anG Flemish. Beceuse of its effective work o.8inst Goran. occupetion
outhoritises, LY was at the peak of its populerity in 1948, ot which tinms
there were four fu l-time euployees &t . DI’ netilonal headquerters end four or
five full or pert-tine workers in varioug Delgisn provinces. The postewar
rejuvenation of the Doerenfront, the clumsy ubteupts of ths BCP to force the
«arger of other farn groups with 'DP aud poor nanagement of DI funds have
zombined %o reduce the size and influence of tals Commumist-front organiza-—
tlom. 4% tho present time it is barely in oxistence, its regular workors
have been leaviny and its paper is published irrezulurly.
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